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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: CONVERSATION WITH COMMONWEALTH 
SYG RAMPHAL 

1 . I HAD LUNCH TODAY WITH SONNY RAMPHAL. AND MUCH OF 
OUR CONVERSATION TURNED ON RHODESIA. HE WAS PARTICU- 
LARLY CONCERNED WITH THE PACE THAT DAVID OWEN HAS SET 
FOR REACHING A SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. WHILE HE AGREES 
WITH THE SENSE OF URGENCY CONVEYED BY OWEN. HE BE- 
LIEVES THE BRITISH (AND BY IMPLICATION OURSELVES) HAVE 
NOT SUFFICIENTLY CONSULTED WITH THE FRONT-LINE PRESIDENTS 
THE NIGERIANS AND OTHER IMPORTANT AFRICAN LEADERS, OR 
WITH THE LIKELY CONTRIBUTORS TO A COMMONWEALTH FORCE. 

HE SAID SUSPICION IS RISING IN AFRICAN QUARTERS THAT THE 
FORTHCOMING PROPOSALS FOR A RHODESIA SETTLEMENT HAVE 
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BEEN HATCHED IN WHITEHALL AND SALISBURY AND ARE NOT THE 
PRODUCT OF A REAL CONSULTATIVE PROCESS. 

2. RAMPHAL FEARS THAT RECENT PRESS LEAKS IN LONDON ABOUT 

A POSSIBLE COMMONWEALTH FORCE WILL MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT 
POLITICALLY FOR GOVERNMENTS TO CONTRIBUTE TO A PEACE- 
KEEPING MISSION WHEN THE TIME COMES. NO COMMONWEALTH 
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GOVERNMENT IS ANXIOUS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE LAW AND 
ORDER ARRANGEMENTS OF THE TRANSITIONAL PHASE, RAMPHAL 
SAID, AND PREMATURE SPECULATION IN THE NEWSPAPERS HERE 
MIGHT SERVE TO HARDEN DOMESTIC OPPOSITION IN VARIOUS 
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES. MOREOVER, IF SUCH A FORCE IS 
PROPOSED SOLELY BY THE BRITISH, ITS DESIRED NEUTRAL 
CHARACTER MAY BE COMPROMISED. 
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